Ankylosing rheumatoid arthritis.
The study concerns the clinical, haematological, serological, radiological and histocompatibility antigenic status of eleven in-patients suffering from long-standing sero-positive rheumatoid arthritis at the Royal Hospital and Home for Incurables in London. The study revealed a striking degree of widespread bony ankylosis affecting the peripheral joints and cervical spine. In large part, this bony ankylosis accounted for the disability but it is considered that the cervical spine ankylosis may protect the spinal cord from damage. The absence of the histocompatability antigen HLA 27 is a useful pointer in the exclusion of Ankylosing Spondylitis. Despite the clinical impression that the disease was inactive, the elevated sedimentation rate (23-66, mean 41 mm) suggests that the rheumatoid process remains active.